CITY OF LEVELLAND, TEXAS
LEVELLAND CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2020 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, R.O. DENNIS COUNCIL CHAMBERS 1709 AVENUE H
NOTICE OF MEETING BY VIDEO/TELEPHONE CONFERENCE
In accordance with order of the Office of the Governor issued March 16, 2020, the City Council of the City of Levelland will
conduct this Regular Meeting in the R.O. Dennis City Council Chambers, located at 1709 Avenue H, Levelland, Texas. While
members of the City Council plan to participate in this meeting in person, one or more members of the City Council may
participate in this meeting remotely through video conference providing for two-way video and audio communication for each
member of the City Council.
This Notice and Meeting Agenda, and the Agenda Packet, are posted online at https://www.levellandtexas.org/agendapackets.
The meeting will be live streamed via Facebook at the following link https://www.facebook.com/levellandtexas.
This meeting will be recorded and the recording will be available to the public in accordance with the Open Meetings Act upon
written request.

 Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer
 Statements by Citizens

AGENDA

1. Consider and take necessary action to approve the minutes of the November 2, 2020 regular meeting.
2. Consider and take necessary action on Resolution No. 2020-46, canvassing the 2020 General Election and
declaring the results of the election.
3. Consider and take necessary action on Resolution No. 2020-47 to order and establish procedure for the
December 2020, City of Levelland Runoff City Election.
4. Discussion and necessary action regarding recommendations from the Animal Services Task Force.
5. Consider and take necessary action on procedures, processes, timelines, and priorities regarding lifting
restrictions and regulations implemented during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency – Resolution No. 202048.
6. Consider and take necessary action on Resolution No. 2020-49 authorizing the City Manager to execute an
agreement with Levelland Independent School District providing assistance under the Coronavirus Relief Fund,
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Security Act (CARES) provided through the Texas Division of Emergency Management
for expenses associated with the Operation Connectivity Program.
7. Consider and take necessary action to approve Resolution No. 2020-50 authorizing the submission of an
application to the Events Trust Fund Program for the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field
Championship.
8. Consider and take necessary action regarding the George C. Price Playground Project.
9. Consider and take necessary action regarding the City Park Improvement Project.
10. Consider and take necessary action on Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #1 annual report.
11. Consider and take necessary action on Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #2 annual report.
Adjournment.
CERTIFICATION
DATED THIS THE 13TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020
I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the governing body of the City of
Levelland Texas is a true and correct copy of said notice that has been posted on the bulletin board of the City Hall
of the City of Levelland, Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said

notice was posted on November 13, 2020, by 5:00 PM and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 hours
preceding the scheduled time of such meeting.
_________________________________________
Andréa Corley, City Secretary
I certify that the attached notice and agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from
the bulletin board of City Hall on ______ day of _____________, 2020.
_________________________________________
Andréa Corley, City Secretary
The City Council Chamber is wheelchair accessible. Requests for any special accommodations must be made 48 hours
prior to the meeting. Please contact Andréa Corley at 894-0113.

THE LEVELLAND CITY COUNCIL MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, THE
2nd OF NOVEMBER, AT LEVELLAND CITY HALL, R. O. DENNIS COUNCIL
CHAMBERS, 1709 AVENUE H, WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Barbra Pinner
Jim Myatt
Max Ledesma
Breann Buxkemper
Joe Bill Vardeman
Matt Wade
Erik Rejino
Andréa Corley

Honorable Mayor
Council Member
Mayor Pro-Tem
Council Member
Council Member
City Attorney
City Manager
City Secretary

Present
Present
Absent
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

The Pledge was led by Mayor Barbra Pinner and the Invocation was given by Council
Member Joe Bill Vardeman
Statements by Citizens:
There were no statements by citizens
FIRST ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Consider and take necessary action to approve the minutes of October 19, 2020 regular
meeting
Motion by Joe Breann Buxkemper
Seconded by Bill Vardeman
To approve the minutes of the October 19, 2020 regular meeting
Motion carried unanimously.
SECOND ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Discussion, update, and necessary action on procedures, processes, timelines, and priorities
regarding lifting restrictions and regulations implemented during the COVID-19 Public
Health Emergency.
No action taken.
THIRD ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Hold a public hearing on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Small Community Grant
Program.
No citizens participated in the public hearing.

FOURTH ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Consider and take necessary action on Resolution No. 2020-45 authorizing the submission of
a grant application to the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, Local Park Grant Program,
Small Community Grant Program.
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has a Local Park Grant Program
consisting of five (5) individual programs that assist local units of government with the
development of public recreation areas and facilities throughout the State of Texas. One of
those programs consists of the Small Community Grant Program which was created
specifically to meet the recreation needs of small Texas communities with a population of
20,000 and under. The grant provides 50 percent matching grant funds to eligible
municipalities. Eligible projects include ball fields, picnic facilities, playgrounds, swimming
pools, trails, sports courts and support facilities. A City can apply for up to a $75,000 grant.
Over the last several years, the City has made many strides in each of the areas above and has
been successful in obtaining several TPWD Small Community Grants to help fund the
replacement of several deteriorated playgrounds.
We have made significant progress over the past several years in replacing aging
playgrounds.
-L.G. Griffin Park (to be replaced in 2017)
-Kauffman Park (to be replaced in 2017)
-Double U Drive Park (replaced in 2016)
-4th Street Park (replaced in 2016)
-Brashear Lake (replaced in 2016)
-City Park Awning #2 (replaced in 2014)
-Lobo Lake (replaced in 2013)
-Country Club (replaced in 2012)
-Sherman Park (replaced 2019)
-Country Club Park (added tot-land in 2020)
-George C. Price Park (proposed replacement)
At this time, we have one playground remaining that needs to be replaced which is at George
C. Price Park. Accordingly, the LCDC budgeted $50,000 to replace the playground. The
discussions with both the LCDC and Council during budget work sessions were that we
would apply for a TPWD Small Community Grant to help offset the cost. If the grant was not
funded, the LCDC would fund the full amount of the playground.
Applications are due soon and in order to move forward we need to adopt a resolution
authorizing the submission of a grant application.
Motion by Breann Buxkemper
Seconded by Joe Bill Vardeman
To approve Resolution 2020-45 authorizing the City to apply for the Local Park Grant
Program with Texas Parks & Wildlife

Motion carried unanimously
FIFTH ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Consider and take necessary action on the quarterly investment report for the quarter ending
on September 30, 2020.
Financial Director, Sarah Osburn, presented the regular investment report for the quarter
ending September 30, 2020. In accordance with the guidelines and strategies set forth in the
City’s Investment Policy, the Public Funds Investment Act and the Public Funds Collateral
Act, only funds that are not needed for immediate use are invested.
The three primary objectives of the City’s Investment Policy are listed below, in order of
importance:
1. Safety
2. Liquidity
3. Yield
The City’s investments in the accompanying report meet the above objectives within state
standards. Longer term investments are in certificates of deposit and are secured by bankowned securities pledged by the bank to the City for the amounts in excess of FDIC
coverage. These pledged securities are held by the bank’s safekeeping agent. The City’s
investments in certificates of deposit are with local banks other than the City’s depository
bank, which assists the City in diversifying its cash position.
Interest rates remain low for both short-term pooled investments and certificates of deposit.
Because interest rates are so low, the CD that matured during the quarter was moved to the
City Bank pooled cash account. I am hopeful we will see an improvement in the CD market
within the next 12 months. The City was earning .65% on depository demand monies as of
September 30, 2020.
Motion by Joe Bill Vardeman
Seconded by Breann Buxkemper
To approve the Quarterly Investment Report
Motion carried unanimously
SIXTH ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Consider and take necessary action to appoint board members to the Housing Standards
Commission
There are several board vacancies and expiring terms on various City boards. Accordingly,
over a couple of meetings Council has appointed several members to several City boards.
Below is a list of the final board we need to consider appointments for at this time:
Housing Standards Commission
The Housing Standards Commission provides for inspection and enforcement of
uninhabitable and dangerous dwellings and buildings, declaring as unfit for human

occupation and violations as recommended by the Building Inspector. Board members and
terms are as follows:
Board Member --------Term Expires
Michael Stueart
2020
Vacancy
2020
Diane Lane
2021
Vacancy
2021
Kayla Neuhaus
2021
Mr. Stueart is interested in serving another two year term on the Housing Standards
Commission (HSC). Also, I have spoken with Amber Hinson and Kris Phillips regarding
serving on the HSC and both are interested in serving.
Motion by Breann Buxkemper
Second by Jim Myatt
To appoint Michael Stueart and Amber Hinson to a two-year term and appoint Kris Phillips
to fill the remaining one year of a two-year term.
Motion passed unanimously.
SEVENTH ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Convene into executive session in accordance with Tex. Gov’t Code §551.071 to seek the
advice about pending or contemplated litigation, settlement offers or on matters in which
duty of the attorney under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State
Bar of Texas conflicts with Tex. Gov’t Code Ch. 551.
EIGHTH ITEM OF BUSINESS:
Convene into executive session in accordance with Texas Gov’t Code, Section 551.087, to
discuss or deliberate regarding commercial or financial information that the city council has
received from a business prospect that the city council seeks to have locate, stay, or expand
in or near the City of Levelland and with which the city council is conducting economic
development negotiations; and to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive to such
business prospect..
Mayor Pinner declared Council to be in Executive Session at 7:33p.m. She returned Council
to regular session at 8:05p.m.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,
____________________________________________
Andréa Corley, City Secretary

AGENDA MEMORANDUM ITEM #2
TO:

The Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Andréa Corley, City Secretary

DATE:

November 12, 2020

ITEM:

Consider and take necessary action on Resolution No. 2020-46 canvassing
the 2020 General Election and declaring the results of the election.

An election was held in the City of Levelland, Texas on November 3, 2020 for the
purpose of Council Member in District A for a two-year term ending in 2022.
By approving Resolution No. 2020-46 the City Council finds that said election was duly
called; that notice of the election was given in accordance with law; and that the election
was conducted in accordance with laws of the State of Texas and the Charter of the City
of Levelland.
Recommendation: Approve Resolution No. 2020-46, canvassing the 2020 General
Election return to declare the result.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-46
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LEVELLAND, TEXAS CANVASSING, RATIFYING AND ADOPTING
LOCAL ELECTION REGISTER FOR THE ELECTION HELD ON
NOVEMBER 3, 2020 AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF SAID
ELECTION.
WHEREAS, on November 3, 2020, a General Election was held in the City of
Levelland, Texas at which the qualified voters of the City had the opportunity to vote for the
purpose of electing a City Council Member for District A for a two-year term ending in 2022;
and
WHEREAS, there were cast for City Council Member District A 659 votes as shown on
the official election results heretofore lawfully submitted to the City Council of the City of
Levelland, Texas, and filed with the City Secretary of said City; and
WHEREAS, only duly qualified resident electors of said City voted in said election and
said election was called and held in strict conformity with the laws of the State of Texas; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Election Code § 67.002, the City Council of the
City of Levelland is the proper body to canvass the election results of this general election; and
WHEREAS, at a called meeting of the City Council with a posted agenda, the results of
said election were duly canvassed by a quorum of the City Council of the City of Levelland,
Texas, as that quorum is defined by Texas Election Code § 67.004, on November 16, 2020; and
showed the following results:
COUNCIL MEMBER DISTRICT A
CANDIDATE

# VOTES

%

Peter Cunningham
Jim Myatt
Billy Youngblood

179
306
174

27.16
46.43
26.40

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LEVELLAND, TEXAS, THAT:
SECTION 1: No candidate for the position of Council Member for District A received a
majority of the votes cast in the general election as required by Article V, §V of the City Charter
of the City of Levelland.
SECTION 2: Article V, §V of the City Charter of the City of Levelland requires a run-off
election be conducted between the two candidates receiving the most votes with the election to
be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the City Charter and Texas Election Code.

SECTION 3: Peter Cunningham and Jim Myatt are the two candidates that received the most
votes in the general election and are qualified to be candidates in a run-off election for the
position of Council Member for District.
SECTION 4: The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute, respectively, on behalf
of the City of Levelland, this Resolution adopting the local election register for the General
Election held November 3, 2020 and declaring the results of such election.
Passed and approved this 16th day of November , 2020.

ATTEST:

Andréa Corley, City Secretary

____________________________________
Barbra Pinner
Mayor

AGENDA MEMORANDUM ITEM #3
TO:

The Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Andréa Corley, City Secretary

DATE:

November 12, 2020

ITEM:

Consider and take necessary action on Resolution No. 47 to order Run-Off
Election for Council Member District A.

An election was held in the City of Levelland, Texas on November 3, 2020 for the
purpose of Council Member in District A for a two-year term ending in 2022.
This was a three-way race, and required either an outright winner with over 50% of the
vote, or a run-off between the two candidates with the most votes.
CANDIDATE

Peter Cunningham
Jim Myatt
Billy Youngblood

# VOTES

179
306
174

%

27.16
46.43
26.40

By approving Resolution No. 2020-47 the City Council will order a Run-Off Election
between the two candidates, Peter Cunningham and Jim Myatt, to be held December 15,
2020, with Early Voting being held between November 30, 2020 - December 11, 2020.

Recommendation: Approve Resolution No. 2020-47, to order the Run-Off Election for
Council Member District A December 15, 2020 with Early Voting being held November
30, 2020-December 11, 2020

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-47
A RESOLUTION AND ORDER ORDERING AND ESTABLISHING THE
PROCEDURE FOR RUN-OFF ELECTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ELECTING ONE COUNCIL MEMBER FOR DISTRICT A;
ESTABLISHING THE DATE OF THE RUN-OFF ELECTION FOR
DECEMBER 15, 2020; APPOINTING ELECTION OFFICIALS;
PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF SAID ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR
EARLY VOTING AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, on November 3, 2020, a general election was held in the City of Levelland,
Texas at which the qualified voters of the City had the opportunity to vote for the purpose of
electing a City Council Member for District A for a two-year term ending in 2022; and
WHEREAS, on November 16, 2020, in accordance with Texas Election Code Chapter
67 and the City Charter of the City of Levelland Article V, §VI, the City Council of the City of
Levelland canvassed the votes for the above referenced general election and memorialized such
action in City Council Resolution No. 2020-46; and
WHEREAS, as indicated in canvassed election results, no candidate for the position of
Council Member for District A received a majority of the votes cast in the general election; and
WHEREAS, Article V, §V of the City Charter of the City of Levelland requires a
candidate for City Council must receive a majority of all votes cast in order to be elected; and
WHEREAS, also in accordance with Article V, §V of the City Charter of the City of
Levelland, in the event no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast, a run-off election shall
be conducted between the two candidates receiving the most votes with the election to be
conducted in accordance with the provisions of the City Charter and Texas Election Code; and
WHEREAS, the following two candidates received the most votes, according to the
canvassed election results, for the position of Council Member for District A, with no single
candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast:
Peter Cunningham
Jim Myatt
WHEREAS, all persons qualified to vote in said election under the Election Laws of the
State of Texas shall be allowed to vote therein;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF LEVELLAND, TEXAS, THAT:
SECTION 1: No candidate received a majority of votes cast for the Council Member of District
A position which will require a run-off election for such position in accordance with Article V,
§V of the Levelland City Charter.

SECTION 2: The two candidates receiving the most votes who will and who will be candidates
for the run-off election are as follows:
Peter Cunningham
Jim Myatt
SECTION 3: City Council District A shall constitute one election district for this election.
SECTION 4: The Election Day for the run-off election for the Council Member of District A
position shall be December 15, 2020.
SECTION 5: The Hockley County Election Office at 911 Austin Street shall be the designated
polling place. On Election Day the polls shall be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
SECTION 6: The Hockley County Election Administrator is hereby appointed judge for early
voting; the appointment of a deputy clerk or clerks for early voting by the Election Administrator
shall be in accordance with Section 83.001 et seq. of the Texas Election Code. The place for
early voting for such election is hereby designated as:
Hockley County Elections Office
Hockley County Annex
911 Austin St
Levelland, Texas 79336
SECTION 7: Early voting by personal appearance will start on November 30, 2020 and end on
December 11, 2020. The election clerks shall keep the Hockley County Elections Office open
during the hours that the Hockley County Election office is regularly open for business, that is,
from nine o’clock (9:00) a.m. until five o’clock (5:00) p.m., on each day for early voting which
is not a Saturday, a Sunday, or an official state holiday. As required under Section 85.005 (d) of
the Texas Election Code, early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting polling
place shall be conducted for at least 12 hours on two weekdays, if the early voting period
consists of six or more weekdays; therefore, early voting by personal appearance shall be
conducted for twelve (12) hours on Monday, November 30, 2020 and Tuesday, December 1,
2020.
SECTION 8: The Election Judge shall be appointed by the Hockley County Election
Administrator. The Election Judge shall have the authority to appoint no more than four clerks
but must have a minimum of two clerks. Hockley County Election Administrator shall also
appoint the Early Voting Ballot Board for such election.
SECTION 9: Applications for ballots for mail shall be mailed to: Cheryl Smart, Hockley
County Elections Administrator, 911 Austin St, Levelland, Texas 79336. Applications for
ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on December 7, 2020.
SECTION 10: The election shall be conducted in accordance with the Texas Election Code, and
all election materials and proceedings shall be printed in both English and Spanish. The election

notice shall be posted at three (3) public places within the City and at City Hall not more than
thirty (30) days and not less than fourteen (14) full days prior to the date on which said election
is to be held.
Passed and approved this 16th day of November , 2020.

ATTEST:

Andréa Corley, City Secretary

____________________________________
Barbra Pinner
Mayor

AGENDA MEMORANDUM #4
TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Erik Rejino

DATE:

November 12, 2020

ITEM:

Discussion and necessary action regarding recommendations from the Animal Services Task
Force.

Earlier this year the City Council established and appointed the Animal Services Task Force to assist the
City with evaluating the policies and procedures of animal control and the animal shelter.
In the resolution the Animal Services Task Force is made up of the following individuals.
-Two members from two separate animal welfare organizations.
-One member from a licensed veterinarian.
-One member from the Levelland City Council.
-Two members that are residents of the City of Levelland and are not affiliated with any animal rescue or
animal humane organizations.
-One member that lives outside the municipal boundaries of the City of Levelland but within Hockley County.
In addition the resolution also specifies that task force shall help the City review policies and procedures in the
following areas:
-The City’s Animal Control Division
-The City’s Animal Shelter
-The use of volunteers and non-profit animal rescue/welfare organizations in support of the City’s animal
control responsibilities.
-Any other function or duty as requested or directed by the City Council or deemed advisable by the City
Manager relating to the City’s Animal Control Division.
Below you will find the members of the task force that Council appointed.
-Two members from two separate animal welfare organizations.
-John Dupree, Levelland Animal Friends
-Sallie Morris, Morris Safe House
-One member from a licensed veterinarian.
-Dr. Tracy Jenkins, College Ave Animal Clinic
-One member from the Levelland City Council.
-Council will need to decide on a representative for City Council.
-Two members that are residents of the City of Levelland and are not affiliated with any animal rescue or
animal humane organizations.
-Michael Wiiest (Chair)
-Ryan Fitzgerald

-One member that lives outside the municipal boundaries of the City of Levelland but within Hockley County.
-Katie Moody
At this time the task force has concluded their recommendations and accordingly City staff along with a
representative from the task force will present their recommendations to the City Council.
Following this memo you will find a revised policy and procedure manual along with a revised volunteer form and
waiver. The task force spent a significant amount of their time on these documents. Most of their
recommendations are worked into these two documents.

Animal Shelter
Policy/Procedure Manual
Updated November 2020

Levelland Animal Shelter Policy/Procedure Manual

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION……………………………………………………………………………...…3
ADOPTION POLICY………………………………………………………...…………….……..3
ADOPTION RETURN POLICY…………………………………………………………………3
SURRENDER POLICY…………………………………………………………………………...4
IMPOUNDMENT POLICY………………………………………………………………………4
REDEMPTION POLICY………………………………………………………………………....5
EUTHANASIA POLICY………………………………………………………………………….5
CAT TRAP POLICY………………………………………………………………………………6
LIVESTOCK………………………………………………………………………………………6
VOLUNTEERS………………………………………………………………...…………………6
DONATIONS………………………………………………………………………………….….6

2|Page

Levelland Animal Shelter Policy/Procedure Manual

INTRODUCTION
The City of Levelland Animal Shelter Operations Manual has been created to provide guidance in
the operations of the Levelland Animal Shelter by providing a general understanding of policies and
procedures. This manual is in compliance with all State laws and local ordinances.

ADOPTION POLICY
Through its volunteers, the Levelland Animal Shelter makes every effort to ensure that each
adoptable animal is adopted into a responsible home with the proper vaccinations. The following
adoption policy is utilized:
1. After the appropriate required holding time period for licensed and unlicensed animal as
defined in the City of Levelland animal ordinances an animal may be placed for adoption.
2. After the required holding time, the animal is placed on Petfinder.com and is available to the
public for adoption.
3. Anyone interested in adopting an animal is required to complete an Adoption Application.
Applications must be in writing and submitted in person, email, or fax to authorized staff of
the Levelland Animal Shelter.
4. Generally, each animal is adopted on a “first come first serve” basis.
5. Submitting an Adoption Application does not guarantee eligibility to adopt. A person who
is 18 years of age or older who has never been convicted of a violation of the City of
Levelland animal ordinances may be eligible to adopt. The City of Levelland reserves the
right to refuse any adoption based on the best interest of the animal.
6. Animals must be vaccinated and registered with the City of Levelland prior to the
finalization of adoption at the expense of the Adopter.
7. Animals must be spayed or neutered within 30 days of the adoption at the expense of the
Adopter.
8. At no time shall the Levelland Animal Shelter exceed its maximum occupancy.

ADOPTION RETURN POLICY
Anytime an animal is adopted from the Levelland Animal Shelter there is a certain medical risk.
Each dog is physically assessed when it is admitted and is monitored while at the shelter. However,
an animal may be incubating a disease at the time of admission or adoption without showing any
signs of disease. Should an adopted animal be taken to a veterinarian and found to be in poor
health, the Adopter may return the animal to the Levelland Animal Shelter. However, the City of
Levelland is not responsible for any cost that may have been inquired while at the veterinarian.
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SURRENDER POLICY
The City of Levelland understands that there are situations that arise where an owner can no longer
care for their pet. In these instances the Levelland Animal Shelter encourages owners to seek out as
many resources as they can to assist them. Sometimes neighbors, friends, or family members can
assist in finding a new home for a pet. When an owner deems it necessary to surrender their animal
to the Levelland Animal Shelter the following policy is utilized.
1. The owner will complete an Owner Surrender Profile to provide as much information to the
Levelland Animal Shelter about their animal as possible. The staff needs to know the
animal’s behavior and current living situation. This will aid the Levelland Animal Shelter in
finding a new appropriate home for this animal.
2. The Levelland Animal Shelter will need all veterinary records available.
3. There will be a surrender fee for County residents not residing in the City limits to help
offset the cost to the Levelland Animal Shelter for admitting the dog as defined in the City
of Levelland animal ordinances.
4. Once an animal is surrendered to the Levelland Animal Shelter, the animal becomes
property of the Shelter and the owner relinquishes all rights to the animal.
5. The surrendered animal will be available for adoption after a 24-hour hold time.
6. At no time shall the Levelland Animal Shelter exceed its maximum occupancy.

IMPOUNDMENT POLICY
The Levelland Animal Shelter is responsible for the housing and care of animals brought in the City
of Levelland Animal Control, strays found by the surrounding area citizens and owner surrenders.
The Levelland Animal Shelter makes every effort to reunite stray animals with their owner. The
following policy is utilized.
1. Every animal entering the Shelter shall have an Impoundment Sheet and a Health Check
Form completed. An impound number is also assigned. The impoundment sheet will
include the following:
a. Location found.
b. Animal description and other information such as collar, injuries, and identification,
etc.
2. Every animal is scanned for microchip. If the Levelland Animal Shelter finds that the animal
has a microchip a staff member will attempt to contact the registered owner.
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3. If the animal is wearing a collar with rabies tag, license tag, or any other identification tag,
the Levelland Animal Shelter will proceed to try and contact the owner using any and all
available information.
4. If the animal is not redeemed within holding period as defined by City of Levelland animal
ordinances the animal may be placed for adoption.
5. At no time shall the Levelland Animal Shelter exceed its maximum occupancy.

REDEMPTION POLICY
The City of Levelland provides for the redemption of animals by utilizing the following policy:
1. The owner of any licensed animal impounded may redeem the animal prior to being
disposed of by paying a redemption fee provided in the City of Levelland animal ordinances.
2. The owner of an unlicensed animal impounded may redeem the animal prior to being
disposed of by paying the redemption fee provided in the City of Levelland animal
ordinances and by having the dog duly licensed and vaccinated.
3. At any time after the expiration of time for redemption of any impounded dog the Animal
Control Officer is authorized, without further notice and without advertising in any manner,
to either
a. Permit adoption of the animal.
b. Turn the animal over to an approved animal shelter, or
c. Euthanize the dog in a manner permitted under the Texas Health and Safety Code
Chapter 821, Subchapter C.

EUTHANASIA POLICY
It is the goal of the Levelland Animal Shelter to have as many animals redeemed, adopted, and
placed in foster homes or with rescue groups as possible. The Levelland Animal Shelter respects
quality of life for its animals and in some cases humanely euthanizing an animal is the final act of
kindness that can be shown to dangerous animals, animals involved in bite cases, feral animals, or
animals sick with an illness not treatable using available resources. While the City of Levelland
reserves the right to euthanize animals at the Levelland Animal Shelter in accordance with applicable
state and local law, the Levelland Animal Shelter’s policy regarding euthanizing animals is as
follows:.
1. Animals at the Levelland Animal Shelter may be euthanized only after the holding period has
expired as defined in the City of Levelland animal ordinances.
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2. If an animal is shown to be dangerous, involved in a bite case, is feral, or is sick and ill and
cannot be treated with available resources, the animal may be euthanized immediately.
3. Animals that appear to be sick or ill will be evaluated by a licensed Veterinarian only if
services provided by the veterinarian are being financially supported by any other than the
City of Levelland, prior to being euthanized. If the animal is sick or ill and is treatable based
on the Veterinarian’s assessment the animal may be treated if resources are available. The
quarantine kennels are to be use for dangerous and or bite dogs only according to the State
recommendations and if the animal does not pose a risk for other animals in the Shelter and
can be fostered within 24 hours.
4. Any feral animals will be humanely euthanized by licensed personnel as these animals are
considered to be unadoptable.
5. Prior to the occurrence of any euthanasia, the Police Chief, the Assistant Police Chief
Captain or the Animal Control Officer in charge of the Levelland Animal Shelter, shall verify
that the policies outlined above, including state and local laws, have been followed prior to
authorizing the euthanasia.

CAT TRAP POLICY
The City of Levelland loans out cat traps to be used by Levelland residents as available. In order to
obtain a cat trap please call the Levelland Animal Shelter to make arrangements.

LIVESTOCK
Livestock is defined as cattle, horses, goats, sheep, and chickens. Please refer to the City of
Levelland Livestock Ordinance for additional information.

DONATIONS
All donations from the public, whether monetary or tangible, are accepted and greatly appreciated.
A separate account has been set up to accept monetary donations for the Levelland Animal Shelter.
A receipt will written for the value of the donation for the patron’s records. Donations may also be
made to the Levelland Animal Friends volunteer group.

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers play a very important role in the operation of the Levelland Animal Shelter. All
volunteers must be 18 17 years of age unless otherwise authorized by the Chief of Police. The
Animal Control Officer on duty shall designate all volunteer activities. All activities shall occur
during appropriately scheduled hours determined by the Animal Control Division and shall occur
only under the supervision of an Animal Control Officer. Citizens interested in becoming a
volunteer at the Levelland Animal Shelter may contact the Shelter for volunteer opportunities. All
volunteers must be approved by the Chief of Police or his or her designee. Volunteers must not
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have been convicted of a theft or any type of crime against an animal. Volunteer opportunities
include the following:
1. Feeding, walking, socializing, bathing, and grooming the animals.
2. Assisting citizens with information on animals ready for adoption

3. Working and assisting with off-site adoptions and other special events.
4. Any other activity authorized by the Animal Control Officer on duty. Other activities may
include cleaning cages and/or kennels, cleaning and organizing food storage areas, sweeping
or cleaning of the shelter.
Volunteers participating in activities at Levelland’s Animal Shelter under this policy do not receive
any payment for services and no contract or agreement of employment is created by any written or
oral representations made in connection with the volunteer activity or in connection with any other
program of the City of Levelland. Volunteers are not employees of the City of Levelland but are
volunteers who serve at the will of the City of Levelland. No expectation of continued participation
is created by volunteering at the Animal Shelter and any volunteer may be dismissed, with or without
cause, at any time by the City of Levelland. Volunteers are not provided with any employee benefits,
accident insurance, death benefits, compensation for lost time due to injury or any other benefit.
The City of Levelland reserves the right, in its best interest, to terminate a volunteer’s service, with
or without cause, at the City’s discretion. Without limiting the ability of the City to dismiss with or
without cause, possible grounds for termination of a volunteer’s service include, but are not limited
to: gross misconduct or insubordination; being under the influence of drugs or alcohol; theft of
property; misuse of City’s equipment or materials; abuse or mistreatment of animals, City staff or
other volunteers; failure to adhere to the City’s policies and procedures; repeated entry into areas
identified as “staff only;” failure to take direction from staff; failure to satisfactorily perform assigned
duties; and behavior which is deemed detrimental to the City of Levelland and its Animal Control
Division.
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LEVELLAND ANIMAL SHELTER
109 Commerce Drive
Levelland, Texas 79336
Phone (806) 894-6164

Mary Garnett
Animal Control Officer

Wilmer Espinal
Animal Control Officer

LEVELLAND PET PARTNER
VOLUNTEER FORM
Last Name: _______________________________First Name: ________________________________ M.I.: ________________
Street Address: _____________________________________ Apt: ______ City/State/ Zip: ______________________________
Home Phone: (____) _________________________ Cell: (___)__________________________ Work: (____)________________
Alternate Contact: __________________________________________________ Phone: (____)____________________________
Drivers License / I.D. #: _______________________________________ State: _______________________________________
Date of Birth (DD/MM/YYYY):
I am interested in volunteering in the following activities.







Feeding, walking, socializing, bathing, and grooming the animals.
Assisting citizens with information on animals ready for adoption
Working and assisting with off-site adoptions and other special events.
Cleaning cages and/or kennels.
Cleaning and organizing good storage areas.
Sweeping or cleaning of the shelter.

I hereby certify that all information I have provided is true and correct and that I have not been convicted of a theft or any
type of crime against an animal within the past 10 years. I understand that any false information, omissions of facts or
misrepresentations may disqualify me from volunteer work with the City of Levelland or immediate release from volunteer
work. I authorize the City of Levelland to verify the information in this application including conducting a criminal
history check, reference checks and/or a driving record check. I also acknowledge that I have been provided with and have
reviewed the Levelland Animal Shelter Policy and Procedure Manual and agree to abide by it.
Printed Name of Applicant: ___________________________
Signature: __________________________________________

Date: _____________________

Printed Name of Animal Control Officer: _______________
Signature: __________________________________________

Date: _____________________

Approval Signature: __________________________________
Chief of Police or Captain

Date: __________

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY LIABILITY WAIVER
I understand the City operates the City of Levelland Animal Shelter (CLAS), a facility or facilities that houses
animals picked up by animal control personnel/citizens, assists with recovery of lost animals, and finds homes for
animals that can be adopted. I understand the City allows volunteers to assist with the operation of the CLAS in an
effort to provide more care, encourage adoption, and reduce rates of euthanasia.
I am aware of the inherent risks associated with working with animals, and I voluntarily assume full responsibility
for any risk of loss, property damage, or personal injury that may be sustained by me, as a result of being engaged in
such activity. In consideration for being permitted to volunteer, I hereby release, indemnify, and hold harmless
the City, the CLAS and its officers, servants, agents, or employees from any and all liability, claims, demands,
actions, and causes of action (including claims for court costs and attorney’s fees) whatsoever arising out of or
related to any loss, damage or injury, including death, that may be sustained by me or to any property belonging
to me, whether caused by the negligence of the City or otherwise, while volunteering at the CLAS, or while in,
on or upon the premises.
I understand that it is my responsibility to maintain in full force and effect, a policy of insurance covering medical
treatment and all related costs in the event of any injury I may receive as a result of my participation in any and all
activities at the CLAS. I also agrees that if I fail to maintain in full force and affect a policy of insurance, I am still
solely liable for any medical treatment and all related costs in the event of an injury that I may suffer as a result of
my participation in any and all activities involving the CLAS.
In the event that I am placed as a volunteer with the CLAS, I understand that I shall be required to comply with all
of the CLAS rules, policies and regulations and I agree to abide by them and instructions given by City staff.
I understand that the City has the right to terminate my services as volunteer at any time, with or without notice and
with or without cause. By signing below, I certify that I have read and agree with these statements.
EMERGENCY INFORMATION
Please notify the following individual immediately in the event of a medical emergency.
Name ______________________________________ Relationship ______________________
Street address ________________________________ City _____________________________
Phone Number(S) ______________________________________________________________
Any special medical conditions or medications that emergency personnel should be aware:
______________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Participant __________________________________Date of Birth ___________
Dated this ______ day of __________________________month, _____________year
[If Participant is Under 17 years of age] I, ________________________________________ (Signature/print)
Parent or Guardian, agree to accompany the minor child under the age of 17 at all times while they are involved in
any activity on the premises, and acknowledge that I am fully and totally responsible for the above child at all times
while he/she is participating in any activity at the City of Levelland Animal Shelter.

AGENDA MEMORANDUM - ITEM #5
TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Erik Rejino

DATE:

November 12, 2020

ITEM:

Consider and take necessary action on procedures, processes, timelines, and priorities regarding
lifting restrictions and regulations implemented during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency –
Resolution No. 2020-48.

Council extended the current reopening order last month which adopted Governor Abbot’s most current order,
GA-32. The current order will expire on November 16th so Council will need to consider extending the current
order. During this item we will also provide Council with an update on our current COVID-19 situation. Below is
a summary of the regional hospital capacity and COVID-19 cases in the County.
COVID-19 Case Summary (County)
Total
984
Recovered
594
Deaths
33
Active
357

Date:
11/01/2020
11/02/2020
11/03/2020
11/04/2020
11/05/2020
11/06/2020
11/07/2020
11/08/2020
11/09/2020
11/10/2020
11/11/2020
11/12/2020

COVID-19 Hospitalizations
(Regional)
23.85%
23.14%
23.38%
22.09%
23.57%
22.74%
21.29%
21.51%
22.13%
22.02%
24.55%
23.10%

At this time, the 22 county Trauma Service Area (TSA) B continues to be above the 15 percent threshold for
COVID-19 hospitalizations. As a result of being above the 15 percent threshold for more than seven (7)
consecutive days, businesses which include restaurants, retail stores, office buildings, manufacturing facilities, gyms
and exercise facilities and classes, and libraries remain at a maximum of 50 percent occupancy levels. Upon being
below the 15 percent threshold for seven (7) consecutive days businesses will then be able to return to 75 percent
capacity.
Another threshold to keep in mind is that if for a 14 day period there are no more than 30 confirmed new COVID19 cases the County Judge can do an attestation to the State and reopen businesses back to 75 percent.

We will provide additional information related to COVID-19 at the meeting. In addition, following this memo you
will find a resolution that if adopted will extend the current order.
Recommendation: Approve Resolution No. 2020-48 extending the local disaster declaration.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-48
CITY OF LEVELLAND, TEXAS
DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER EXTENSION TO DECEMBER 7, 2020
WHEREAS, a novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has been recognized globally as a
contagious respiratory virus; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 continues to spread and to pose an increasing, imminent threat
of disaster throughout City of Levelland and beyond; and
WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, the Mayor of the City of Levelland, Barbra Pinner,
declared a local state of disaster for public health emergency pursuant to Section 418.108(a) of
the Texas Government Code, based upon the need for extraordinary measures to contain
COVID-19 and to prevent its spread throughout the City of Levelland with such declaration
being extended by the City Council Resolution Nos. 2020-09, 2020-14, 2020-16, 2020-21, 202022, 2020-23, 2020-24, 2020-28, 2020-36, 2020-39 and 2020-44 of the City of Levelland; and
WHEREAS, on November 6, 2020, the Governor of the State of Texas renewed his
state-wide disaster proclamation for an additional thirty (30) days, certifying that COVID-19
poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the State of Texas; and
WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Texas has issued guidance and encourages the
use of personal protective equipment, and safe practices like social distancing, hand sanitizing,
and use of face coverings, to curtail the spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on October 7, 2020, the Governor of the State of Texas issued Executive
Order GA-32, superseding Executive Order GA-30, that places certain conditions on reopening
businesses, conducting certain activities, visiting nursing homes and related facilities, and
performing services throughout most of Texas; and
WHEREAS, the City is located in Trauma Service Area B that is an area of high
hospitalization where the number of COVID- 19 hospitalized patients as a percentage of total
hospital capacity exceeds 15 percent; and
WHEREAS, the current emergency declaration is scheduled to expire at 11:59 p.m.
November 16, 2020; and
WHEREAS, while the City of Levelland continues to safely re-open, this region is
experiencing an increase in the number of COVID-19 cases, therefore pursuant to Texas
Government Code §418.108, the City Council believes it to be in the best interest of the City and
its citizens, in order to protect and preserve the public health, safety and welfare, to continue the
extension of the Declaration of Local Disaster, and adopt the measures outlined herein;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEVELLAND, TEXAS, THAT:
The recitals outlined above are found to be true and correct and are incorporated
as if fully set forth herein.
SECTION 1.

The terms and conditions of City Council Resolution No. 2020-44 approved
October 19, 2020 adopting the Governor’s Executive Order GA-32 are hereby extended and
SECTION 2.

adopted by reference and are incorporated herein as though set forth fully herein and the Mayoral
Declaration of Local Disaster is renewed and extended.
Pursuant to §418.108(c) of the Texas Government Code, this Resolution shall be
given prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with the City Secretary of the
City of Levelland.
SECTION 3.

In accordance with Texas Government Code § 418.173, this resolution and order
is being issued in City of Levelland’s Emergency Management Plan and any person who
knowingly or intentionally violates this resolution commits an offense, punishable by a fine up to
$1,000.00. However, in accordance with Executive Order GA-29, after first receiving a verbal or
written warning for a first-time violator for failing to wear a face covering in violation of
Executive Order GA-29, any person failing to wear a face covering in violation of Executive
Order GA-29 commits an offense punishable by a fine up to $250 per violation.
SECTION 4.

This Resolution shall go into effect immediately upon approval and continue until
11:59 p.m., Monday, December 7, 2020, unless renewed, extended, amended or cancelled by the
Mayor or City Council of the City of Levelland.
SECTION 5.

That this Resolution and order authorizes the Mayor, pursuant to applicable
provisions of Texas Government Code Chapter 418 and Texas Health and Safety Code §122.006,
on behalf of the City of Levelland, to take any actions necessary to promote health and suppress
the virus, including the quarantine of persons and occupied structures, examining and regulating
hospitals, regulating ingress and egress from the City, regulating ingress and egress to occupied
structures, establishment of quarantine stations, emergency hospitals, and other hospitals,
enforcing applicable orders issued by the Hockley County Judge, the Governor of the State of
Texas or the Texas Department of State Health Services related to suppressing the COVID-19
virus, and insuring compliance for those who do not comply with the City’s rules and directives.
SECTION 6.

That to the extent permitted by law, any local ordinance or administrative rule
prescribing the procedures for conduct of City business or any local ordinance or administrative
rule that would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster,
including any local ordinance or administrative rule regarding contracting or procurement which
would impede the City's emergency response necessary to cope with this declared disaster, are
hereby suspended, but only for the duration of this declared local disaster and only for that
limited purpose.
SECTION 7.

That the Mayor may comport and amend this Resolution and any subsequent
order to be consistent with any applicable executive order that may be issued by the Governor of
the State of Texas.
SECTION 8.

That the Mayor is authorized to use all available resources of the City of
Levelland reasonably necessary to comply with this resolution.
SECTION 9.

Passed and approved this 16th day of November, 2020.

____________________________________
Barbra Pinner
Mayor

ATTEST:

Andréa Corley, City Secretary

AGENDA MEMORANDUM - Item #6
TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Erik Rejino

DATE:

November 13, 2020

ITEM:

Consider and take necessary action on Resolution No. 2020-49 authorizing the City Manager to
execute an agreement with Levelland Independent School District providing assistance under the
Coronavirus Relief Fund, Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Security Act (CARES) provided through the
Texas Division of Emergency Management for expenses associated with the Operation Connectivity
Program.

In May of this year Council authorized staff to proceed with applying for the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) which
is part of the Cononavirus Aid, Relief and Securities (CARES) Act.
The CARES Act provides that payments from the CRF may only be used to cover costs as follows:




Necessary due to the public health emergency with respect to COVID-19
Not accounted for in most recent budget
Incurred between March 1 and December 30

Permissible uses of the funds include the following:







Medical expenses
Public health expenses
Payroll expenses for employees “substantially dedicated” to mitigating/responding to COVID
Expenses to facilitate compliance with COVID public health measures
Expenses for provision of economic support in connection with COVID
Any other COVID-related expenses reasonably necessary to the function of government

As you know 75 percent of the funds must go towards the first three items above while the remaining 25% can go
towards the last three items. Levelland’s share of the CRF is $755,260. In an effort to expend the full allocation
and not send any grant funds back we have been working with SPC, LISD, and SPCAA to help them with eligible
expenses in addition to our own expenses, particularly with the first three categories listed above which fall under
the 75 percent funds. Up until very recently, technology expenses were considered to be part of the 25 percent
funds which have been relatively limited. We have invested in some technology in the Council Chambers and the
large conference room but were unable to expend more funds on technology due to the 25 percent limitation.
LISD specifically inquired about assistance with technology but due to the 25 percent limitation we were not able to
assist them until recently.
At the end of last month the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) updated their guidance for the
CRF Program. The guidance stated that in support of Operation Connectivity, cities and counties that have
received CRF funding through TDEM may allocate funds to local education agencies for cost share related to
eligible expenditures with the Operation Connectivity Program. Operation Connectivity is a partnership between
the Governor’s Office and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to connect all of Texas’s 5.5 million public school

students with a device and reliable internet. If a city or county provides funding for this purpose then the allocation
falls within the 75 percent allocation.
As a result of this change we are recommending that we allocate $70,000 of the CRF funds for LISD for
expenditures related to the Operation Connectivity Program. In order to move forward with this the City and
LISD will need to enter into an agreement that states the City will transfer funds to LISD for eligible expenses that
support Operation Connectivity. The resolution and agreement that would allow us to move forward follows this
memo. LISD will be considering the agreement at their board meeting on November 12th.
Recommendation: Approve Resolution No. 2020-49 authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with
Levelland Independent School District providing assistance under the Coronavirus Relief Fund, Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Security Act (CARES) provided through the Texas Division of Emergency Management for expenses
associated with the Operation Connectivity Program.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-49
WHEREAS, a novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has been recognized globally as a
contagious respiratory virus that poses an imminent threat to the citizens of the City of
Levelland; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code §418.108(a), the Mayor of the City of
Levelland issued a declaration of local disaster on March 18th due to the COVID-19 pandemic
that has been extended by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Levelland; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Levelland approved the submittal of a grant
application to the Texas Department of Emergency Management to access the monies made
available by the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) under the CARES Act through an allocation
distributed through the State of Texas by the U.S. Treasury Department.
WHEREAS, the U.S. Treasury Department and the Texas Division of Emergency
Management has placed certain restrictions and guidelines on how such funds may be utilized by
the City of Levelland including restricting the funds for expenses incurred but not budgeted due
to the public health emergency with respect to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, expenses utilized to facilitate distance learning, including technological
improvements, in connection with school closings to enable compliance with COVID-19
precautions is an authorized expenditure of funds granted under the Coronavirus Relief Fund
Program; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. Treasury Department and the Texas Division of Emergency
Management guidelines relating to the use of funds granted under the Coronavirus Relief Fund
Program authorize governmental entities to transfer funds to another governmental entity within
the same county provided that the transfer qualifies as a necessary expenditure incurred due to
the public health emergency and meets the other criteria relating to the cost share related to
eligible expenditures with the Operation Connectivity program; and
WHEREAS, with the rise of COVID-19 in Texas, remote learning has become an
essential part of schools' academic offering; and
WHEREAS, the LISD already has implemented a plan to provide an educational
technology device per student so as to provide virtual, face-to-face or a form of hybrid
instruction to educate its student population and that the need is COVID-19 related and a history
and experience with administering educational programs in accordance with federal and state
guidelines and is willing to partner with the City; and
WHEREAS, Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code, in order to increase the
efficiency and effectiveness of local governments, authorizes local governments to contract, to
the greatest possible extent, with one another for governmental functions that the parties are
mutually interested, for such periods and under such conditions as the parties deem advisable;
WHEREAS, the City of Levelland has a community interest in Levelland Independent
School District and the education of the children of the City of Levelland; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Levelland believes it to be in the best
interest of the citizens of the City of Levelland to authorize the City Manager to legally utilize
the funds from the CARES Act Program and transfer funds granted to the City to the Levelland
Independent School District for expenses related to facilitate distance learning including
technological improvements in accordance with the terms and conditions outlined below;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LEVELLAND, TEXAS:
1.
THAT the findings and recitals outlined above are found to be true and correct
and are hereby adopted and approved.
2.
THAT the City Manager is authorized to enter into an interlocal agreement with
Levelland ISD and commit up to $70,000.00 in funds made available from the CRF under the
CARES Act to be used for expenses incurred by Levelland ISD related to facilitating distance
learning including purchasing certain technological equipment related thereto.
Passed and approved this 16th day of November , 2020.

____________________________________
Barbra Pinner
Mayor
ATTEST:

Andréa Corley, City Secretary

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND &
SUPPORT FOR LEVELLAND ISD’S
OPERATION CONNECTIVITY TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES
This Interlocal Agreement regarding the Coronavirus Relief Fund and the support
for Levelland ISD’s Operation Connectivity Technology Purchases (the “Agreement”) is
made and entered into on this __________________day of ______________________,
2020, by and between the City of Levelland, Texas, a Home Rule Municipal
Corporation of the State of Texas (“City”) and the Levelland Independent School
District, a political subdivision of the State of Texas (“LISD”).
WITNESSETH:
WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code §418.108(a), Barbra Pinner,
the Mayor of the City of Levelland, issued a declaration of local disaster on March 18th
due to the COVID-19 pandemic that has been extended by the Mayor and City Council;
and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Levelland approved the submittal of
a grant application to the Texas Department of Emergency Management to access the
monies made available by the Coronavirus Relief Fund (“CRF”) under the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (“CARES”) Act through an allocation distributed
through the State of Texas by the U.S. Treasury Department; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. Treasury Department and the Texas Division of
Emergency Management has placed certain restrictions and guidelines on how such funds
may be utilized by the City including restricting the funds for expenses incurred but not
budgeted due to the public health emergency with respect to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, guidance issued by the TDEM has stated that cities and counties
that have received CRF funding may allocate funds to local education agencies (“LEAs”)
for cost share related to eligible expenditures with the Operation Connectivity program;
and
WHEREAS, with the rise of COVID-19 in Texas, remote learning has become an
essential part of schools' academic offering; and
WHEREAS, it is estimated that over 1.8 million students in Texas lack the
connectivity technology to learn from their homes and this connectivity gap is a
significant barrier to academic success and economic empowerment for these students;
and
WHEREAS, in response to this critical need, Texas Governor Greg Abbott and
Texas legislative leaders have allocated $200M in CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund
funding to match $200M in local district funding; and
WHEREAS, this combined $400M in bulk buying power will be used to cover
the purchases of internet solutions such as hotspots and e-learning devices for Texas’
School districts, with the goal of providing connectivity technology for all students who
would not otherwise have them (Operation Connectivity); and
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WHEREAS, the Levelland ISD, is a public local education agency dedicated to
the effective and efficient education of students who reside in our community; and
WHEREAS, the LISD already has implemented a plan to provide an educational
technology device per student so as to provide virtual, face-to-face or a form of hybrid
instruction to educate its student population and that the need is COVID-19 related and a
history and experience with administering educational programs in accordance with
federal and state guidelines and is willing to partner with the City; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City, by resolution approved on November
16, 2020, authorized the City Manager to negotiate and execute an agreement with LISD
to purchase the equivalent of $70,000 in iPads, Chrome books and associated supporting
technological equipment through funding made available from the CRF under the
CARES Act; and
WHEREAS, the City Manager of the City finds that execution of this Agreement
will properly serve the interests of City and the public interest of the citizens of this City
and that LISD is capable of educating the students who have been impacted by COVID19; and
WHEREAS, Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code, in order to increase the
efficiency and effectiveness of local governments, authorizes local governments to
contract, to the greatest possible extent, with one another for governmental functions that
the parties are mutually interested, for such periods and under such conditions as the
parties deem advisable;
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, terms,
conditions, privileges, obligations and agreements herein contained, the City and LISD
hereby mutually undertake, promise and agree, each for itself, and its successors and
assigns, as follows:
1.
Recitals Incorporated. The findings and recitals outlined above are found to be
true and correct and are hereby adopted and approved by the parties.
2.
Funds for Operation Connectivity Technology Program Purchases. Upon
executing this Agreement, the City will allocate and transfer to the LISD up to seventy
thousand dollars ($70,000.00) for the purposes of providing financial assistance to
purchase iPads, Chrome books or other associated supporting technological equipment
for students and staff who were significantly adversely affected by COVID-19 (“Program
Funds”). This financial assistance is dedicated to continuing the high technology support
for students and teachers. The transfer of funds will be made by check payable to the
LISD unless other payment arrangements are agreed to by City and LISD.
3.
Program Qualifications and Requirements. The LISD represents and warrants
to the City that all recipients of the Program Funds will be purchased in accordance with
federal and state purchasing requirements and will become property of the district and a
part of the regular technology inventory.
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4.
Levelland ISD Representations. The LISD, in agreeing to administer this
Program for the City, hereby represents and warrants the following:
a. All terms and conditions of this Agreement are complied with as well as all
applicable federal, state laws and regulations including U.S. Treasury and Texas
Department of Emergency Management regulations regarding the use of CARES
Act funds are complied with.
5.
Program Fund Ineligibility Determination. In the event the U.S. Treasury, the
Texas Department of Emergency Management, any federal or state agency with
jurisdiction over the use of CARES Act funds or any federal or state court with
jurisdiction over the parties and this Agreement, determine that Program Funds being
used under this Agreement are ineligible expenditures under the CARES Act and demand
repayment of those Program Funds from the City, then, in such event, LISD shall
promptly repay and/or reimburse the City for any Program Funds transferred by the City
to LISD under this Agreement.
6.

Time of the Essence. Time is of the essence in this Agreement.

7.

Default and Termination.
a. This Agreement shall be subject to cancellation by the City should any one or
more of the following events occurs:
i. The breach by LISD of any of the terms, covenants or conditions of
this Agreement to be kept, performed and observed by LISD, and the
failure of LISD to remedy such breach.
ii. The discovery that any of the recipients of the Program Funds received
such funds through the submission of fraudulent information or the
recipients misrepresented substantive facts in order to receive funds
under the Program.
iii. The issuance by any court of competent jurisdiction of an injunction
preventing or restraining LISD from conducting their activities in such
a manner as to substantially restrict City, through no fault of its own,
from exercising its rights or privileges under this Agreement.
b. In the event any condition of default or breach shall occur, the City, then, or at
any time thereafter, while such breach is continuing, shall have the right, at its
election, to (i) terminate this Agreement by giving written notice to LISD and
(ii) demand and require LISD to repay all Program Funds not yet expended
and all Program Funds expended based on fraudulent information or the
misrepresentation of substantive facts by the recipients without further
demand by the City.

8.
Notices. Any notice required to be given to any Party under this Agreement shall
be in writing and will be considered duly delivered when mailed by registered mail,
return receipt requested, or sent by facsimile or electronic transmission with receipt
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acknowledged, to the address or phone number listed below or to any other address or
number previously furnished in writing for such purpose to all the Parties hereto:
City of Levelland
Erik Rejino, City Manager
P.O. Box 1010
Levelland, Texas 79336
Telephone: (806) 894-0113
E-Mail: erejino@levellandtexas.org
9.

Levelland ISD
Jeff Northern, Superintendent
704 11th Street
Levelland, Texas 79336
Telephone: (806) 894-9628
E-Mail: jnorthern@levellandisd.net

General.
a. No Waiver of Immunity. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be
construed as a waiver of the City’s or LISD’s sovereign or governmental
immunity, or of any damage caps or limitations imposed by law, or any other
legal protections granted to the City or LISD by law. This provision shall survive
termination or the consummation of the terms of this Agreement.
b. No Waiver of City Requirements. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be
construed as the granting of any permit or permission required by any City
ordinance or regulation, or the waiver of any requirement of any City ordinance or
regulation.
c. No Waiver of Default. A failure of the non-defaulting party to declare
immediately a default shall not constitute a waiver of any provision of this
Agreement.
d. Independent Contractor. It is understood that the LISD is and shall be
considered at all times an independent contractor and nothing contained herein
shall be construed as creating the relationship of employer and employee between
the City and any employee of the LISD. During the performance of the services
outlined in this Agreement, LISD and any employee or agent of the LISD, will
not be considered for any purpose, employees of the City within the meaning or
application of any federal, state or local law or regulation, including without
limitation, laws, rules or regulations regarding or related to unemployment
insurance, health insurance, old age benefits, workers compensation, labor,
personal injury, or federal, state or local taxes.
e. No Partnership or Joint Venture. The parties agree that nothing within this
Agreement shall be construed as to create a joint venture or partnership between
LISD and City or impose any liability as such on either of them.
f. Representation. The LISD represents that no City Council member, City officer
or employee, has been compensated in any way with respect to this Agreement
and its consideration. In no event will the LISD or any Program Fund recipient
pay a fee to or in any other manner compensate any City Council member, City
officer or employee in connection with the approval of this Agreement. A breach
under this section shall result in automatic termination of this Agreement.
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g. No Third Party Beneficiaries. Nothing in this Agreement is intended or shall be
construed or interpreted to give any person or entity other than the parties hereto
any legal or equitable right, remedy, or claim under or in respect of this
Agreement or any provision contained herein. This provision shall survive
termination, or the consummation of the transaction contemplated by this
Agreement.
h. Entire Agreement; Amendments. This Agreement constitutes the entire
agreement between LISD and the City and will supersede any and all other
agreements between the parties whether verbal or otherwise. Any amendment or
modification of this Agreement must be in writing and signed by an authorized
representative of both parties.
i. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts,
each of which when executed and delivered will constitute an original of this
Agreement, but all the counterparts will together constitute the same agreement.
No counterpart will be effective until each party has executed at least one
counterpart.
j. Jurisdiction/Venue. This Agreement is to be construed under Texas law, and
venue for any action brought pursuant to this Agreement, or any activity
contemplated hereby, shall lie exclusively in Hockley County, Texas.
k. Assignment; Waiver. This Agreement, including the rights under it, may not be
assigned or transferred by LISD or the City.
l. Captions. The captions of sections and subsections in this Agreement are for
convenience only and will not be considered or referred to in resolving questions
of interpretation or construction.
m. Severability. In case any provision of this Agreement will, for any reason, be
held invalid or unenforceable in any respect, the invalidity or unenforceability
will not affect any other provision of this Agreement, and this Agreement will be
construed as if the invalid or unenforceable provision had not been included.
Executed this

day of

, 2020 (“Execution Date”)

City of Levelland, Texas

Levelland ISD

________________________________
Erik Rejino, City Manager

_____________________________
Jeff Northern, Superintendent

ATTEST:

Page 5 of 6

Andréa Corley, City Secretary
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM – ITEM #7
TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Erik Rejino

DATE:

November 10, 2020

ITEM:

Consider and take necessary action to approve Resolution No. 2020-50 authorizing
the submission of an application to the Events Trust Fund Program for the 2021
NJCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field Championship.

The Events Trust Fund Program was created by the Texas Legislature in order to encourage cities to
attract sporting and other major events that will have a significant economic impact on not only a
particular City but also the State of Texas. In summary, the program estimates the amount of State
revenue that will be generated as a result of the event taking place in the State and in turn deposits
that amount into a trust fund. In order to capitalize on the opportunity to receive the State funds
the City must be willing to match 1/6th of the State amount to be contributed into the trust fund.
The local match is based upon local sales tax rates being approximately 1/6th of the state sales tax
rate. After the event has been successfully held, eligible expenses incurred in bringing and hosting
the event can be reimbursed from the trust fund. While the City is required to provide a match
equal to 1/6th of the state amount, the funds come back to the community hosting the event to
offset expenses associated with the event. In addition, the event must be competitively bid, and the
community must be competing with cities outside of Texas for the right to host the event in order
for the event to be eligible.
The City of Levelland has utilized the Event Trust Fund Program on various occasions in the past.
The City qualified for a trust fund in 2010 for the Babe Ruth World Series in which $47,516 in state
money was received and again in 2011 for the annual Little Dribbler’s Tournament in which $2,727
in state money was received. In 2015 and 2016 the State approved the establishment of an Event
Trust for the NJCAA Half Marathon Classic and the NJCAA Outdoor Track and Field
Championship for each event totaling $63,415 in State funds. Last month Council approved an
Event Trust Fund for the Clovis Horse Sale coming up later this month totaling $17,262 in State
Funds.
We are currently working with the Chamber of Commerce who is working with the South Plains
College to pursue an Event Trust Fund for the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track
and Field Championship. The Event Trust Fund is one way we as a City can incentivize our
partners to continue to host these events in our community.
With the various changes and increased scrutiny of the program and the program being moved to
the Office of the Governor from the Texas Comptroller’s Office, we have been working with Dr.
Don Hoyte with TexasTrustFunds.com, a consultant, for assistance. The Lubbock Sports

Authority, which uses the program regularly for various events, including various SPC events, has
used this consultant during the application process. The fee structure for the consultant consists of
a fee which is 10 percent of the state portion trust fund amount. The fee is only charged upon
successfully receiving funds from the established trust fund. In the past utilizing the consultant has
proven to be valuable as we have received several trust funds with his assistance. The largest part of
being able to apply for funds is that of conducting an economic impact study.
The consultant fee can be paid for by utilizing the Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) funds to cover the
consultant fee was discussed with the HOT committee. Utilizing the data that was given to the City
and Chamber by SPC and working with the consultant, the event can qualify for a trust fund in the
amount of $77,924 consisting of $67,176 in State fund and $10,748 in local funds. Keep in mind,
when event expenses are submitted for reimbursement, the local funds come back to the
community. Any unused local funds are reimbursed by the State.
By approving the resolution following this memo we will be able to move forward with submitting
our request to the state for the establishment of an Event Trust Fund for this event. This event is
planned for May 11-13, 2021.
Levelland Strategic Plan 2026, Job Creation: The Event Trust Fund will support an event
that will bring tourism and visitors to Levelland which will result in economic activity.
Recommended Action: Approve Resolution No. 2020-50 authorizing the submission of an
application to the Events Trust Fund Program for the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor
Track and Field Championship.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-50
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEVELLAND
AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE EVENTS TRUST
FUND PROGRAM FOR THE 2021 NJCAA MEN’S AND WOMEN’S OUTDOOR TRACK
AND FIELD CHAMPIONSHIP AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACT ON BEHALF
OF THE CITY OF LEVELLAND IN ALL MATTERS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION.
Whereas, the NJCAA has selected Levelland, TX as the host City for the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and
Women’s Outdoor Track and Field Championship be held in Levelland on May 11, 2021 through
May 13, 2021; and,
Whereas, the City of Levelland supports and endorses the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and Women’s
Outdoor Track and Field Championship; and,
Whereas, the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field Championship went
through a highly competitive selection process in selecting a host City; and,
Whereas the NJCAA considered several locations to hold the event, including several out of state
locations; and,
Whereas, the Texas Legislature established the Events Trust Fund Program to assist local
communities in hosting significant events such as the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor
Track and Field Championship; and,
Whereas, it is in the best interest of the City of Levelland to apply to the Events Trust Fund for
support to the 2021 NJCAA Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track and Field Championship;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LEVELLAND, THAT;
Section 1.
The City Council authorizes the submission of an application to the Events Trust Fund and that the
Mayor be authorized to execute all documents necessary to apply for, accept, and administer the
Trust Fund.
Section 2.
The City of Levelland commits the required match of local revenues to the Events Trust Fund.
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 16TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020.

Barbra Pinner, Mayor

ATTEST:

Andréa Corley, City Secretary

AGENDA MEMORANDUM ITEM #8 & #9
TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Erik Rejino

DATE:

November 10, 2020

ITEM:

Consider and take necessary action regarding the George C. Price Playground Project.
Consider and take necessary action regarding the City Park Improvement Project.

As you know the City applied for a $500,000 Outdoor Recreation Grant through the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD). Unfortunately we fell short of the funding range and did not receive the grant. As we
discussed, if we did not receive the grant, the LCDC Board and Council would consider doing a smaller project in
City Park with our local funds. Currently the LCDC has $500,000 budgeted for City Park. We also have some
funds in the Park Donation Fund that we will be asking Council to consider utilizing for the project. Accordingly,
we have been working with Dustin Reichelt, our Parks Director, over the past several weeks to develop several
options for the LCDC Board to consider regarding City Park.
The LCDC Board met last week, and after holding a public hearing, is recommending the following project for City
Park.
City Park Projects $675,000
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Play Equipment (1) Age 5-12 (1) Age 2-5
(3) new metal 24x60 pavilions w/slab
(80) 4” caliper trees
Water well build
(1) Regulation basketball court
Irrigation
Restroom

$150,000
$95,550
$36,000
$15,000
$28,250
$250,000
$98,000

In order to come up with the $675,000 needed for the proposed project the LCDC voted to allocate an additional
$100,000 from the Type B sales tax towards the City Park project for at total of $600,000. As of the end of the
fiscal year the LCDC had approximately $930,000 in fund balance. Staff is recommending that we allocate an
additional $75,000 from the Park Donation Fund for the project. As of the end of the fiscal year the Park Donation
Fund had $104,000 in fund balance.
In addition, the LCDC Board is recommending that we move forward with the George C. Price Playground Project
for which they budgeted $50,000. Both the City Park and George C. Price Park Projects will need to be considered
separately.
Following this memo you will find a couple of maps of the project area.
Levelland Strategic Plan 2026, Community Appearance: These projects will beautify and improve the
Levelland Park System and will improve the quality of life.
Recommendation: Approve the George C. Price Playground Project as recommended by the LCDC Board.
Recommendation: Approve the City Park Improvement Project as recommended by the LCDC Board.
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM – ITEM #10 & #11
TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Erik Rejino

DATE:

November 10, 2020

SUBJECT:

Consider and take necessary action on Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #1 annual
report.
Consider and take necessary action on Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #2 annual
report.

State law requires that the city which created the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) must
develop a report annually which provides certain information. The report must be developed within
150 days of the fiscal year end and must be distributed to each taxing entity as well as the Texas
Comptroller. The TIF Boards met last week and they are recommending approval of the annual
reports by the City Council. Once approved by the City Council the reports will be distributed as
required by law.
Keep in mind TIF #1 was established in 2006 to encourage more housing while TIF #2 was
established in 2009 to help fund the Levelland Industrial Rail Park.
Following this memo you will find a copy of the report for TIF #1 and TIF #2.
Recommendation TIF #1: Approve annual report for Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #1.
Recommendation TIF #2: Approve annual report for Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #2.

